FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Launch of First-of-its-kind Temasek Cares KIDS 0-3 Centre
Multi-layered programme brings health, social and educational services to vulnerable
children aged 0-3 and their mothers

Singapore, 9 October 2015 – The Temasek Cares KIDS 0-3 Centre puts under one roof,
health, social and educational services for vulnerable children aged 0 to three, and their
mothers from the Temasek Cares Kids Integrated Development Service 0-3 (“Temasek
Cares KIDS 0-3”) programme. The unique Temasek Cares KIDS 0-3 programme aims to
provide a comprehensive spectrum of care through a multi-layered and integrated
community health and social care support system.

The Temasek Cares KIDS 0-3 Centre has now been set up at block 643, Ang Mo Kio
Avenue 5, to provide this wide range of care. Temasek Cares, KK Women’s and Children’s
Hospital (KKH) and AMKFSC Community Services Ltd (AMKFSC) officially launched the
Temasek Cares KIDS 0-3 Centre this morning, at an opening ceremony attended by
President Dr Tony Tan Keng Yam. The Centre is also a beneficiary of President’s Challenge
2014.

The Centre is supported by a team of professionals from KKH and AMKFSC. Through
centre-based services and home visitations, they will regularly assess the development of
the children and ensure that vaccinations are up to date. Expectant mothers are provided
with pre- and post-natal care and taught how to care for, and interact with the child, including
proper nutrition, lifestyle adjustments, breast-feeding, and providing stimulating environment
for early childhood learning. Families are also provided with psychosocial support where
needed, such as financial assistance, employment and mental health services. Other than
attending programmes, mothers and children may also drop by the Centre for a snack and
drink, and for social interaction.

Mr Richard Magnus, Chairman, Temasek Cares, said: “Children need the right start in life to
reach their full potential. The critical window for development is from age 0 to 3. We
initiated the Temasek Cares KIDS 0-3 programme to provide children from vulnerable
families with the same start as all other children – good nutrition, early stimulation, cognitive
development and emotional security. This will help them close the development gap by the
time they enter pre-school. The new Temasek Cares KIDS 0-3 Centre brings many of the
needed services under one roof in the neighbourhood. Children and their mothers can visit
the Centre and get help from doctors and specialists from KKH, social workers from
AMKFSC, and other professionals. Or they can just drop in to have some food or play with
other children. This is the first time that such a dedicated centre is available in Singapore.”

More than 110 families enrolled in the Temasek Cares KIDS 0-3 programme are expected to
benefit from the new Centre. These families come from Ang Mo Kio, Bishan, Toa Payoh and
surrounding areas. The programme also receives referrals from government agencies,
health agencies, child development and education centres, voluntary welfare organisations,
family service centres and neighbourhood organisations.

Professor Chay Oh Moh, Programme Director, Temasek Cares KIDS 0-3 and Senior
Consultant, Respiratory Medicine Service and Campus Director, Education Office, KK
Women’s and Children’s Hospital, said: “Over the last one year, we have reached out to
more than 110 vulnerable families under Temasek Cares KIDS 0-3. We are also delighted
to have received positive feedback from the families on how the programme has greatly
benefitted them. As this community-based model of care strives to promote the child’s
development and learning through home visitation, centre-based services and community
partnerships, we have set up the Temasek Cares KIDS 0-3 Centre, dedicated for mothers
and families who are enrolled in the programme to come together and support one another.”
Dr Vincent Ng, Chief Executive Officer, AMKFSC Community Services Ltd, said “In our work
with vulnerable segments of our population, we noticed that often times, health and social
care needs are closely intertwined. KIDS 0-3 is an excellent programme that bridges the
developmental and psychosocial care needs of both the mother and her young child.

With early identification, comprehensive assessment and a continuum of targeted
interventions offered by KIDS 0-3 centre, our social workers work hand in hand with our
healthcare counterparts from KKH to ensure that the beneficiaries receive the right support.
We are confident that such form of holistic care will lead to positive outcomes and is the way
to go for the future.”

The pilot Temasek Cares KIDS 0-3 programme expects to serve a total of 600 mothers and
children from diverse backgrounds over a three-year period, with funding of $8.7 million by
Temasek Cares.

- End About Temasek Cares
Temasek Cares CLG Ltd is a Temasek funded non-profit philanthropic organisation that aims to help
improve the lives of underprivileged individuals, families and communities in Singapore; and to build
the capability and capacity of all people in Singapore to be prepared for emergencies.
Set up in 2009 as an Institution of a Public Character, it works in partnership with various voluntary
welfare organisations, non-profit organisations, government agencies, Ministries and other institutions
to support programmes that contribute to the well-being, dignity, livelihood, and emergency
preparedness of its beneficiaries.
For more information, please visit www.temasekcares.org.sg.
About KK Women's and Children's Hospital
KK Women’s and Children’s Hospital (KKH) is a leading healthcare centre for Obstetrics,
Gynaecology, Paediatrics and Neonatology. Founded in 1858, the 830-bed JCI accredited hospital is
a referral centre providing tertiary services to manage complex conditions in women and children.
More than 400 specialists adopt a multi-disciplinary and holistic approach to treatment, and harness
the latest innovations and technology for the best medical care possible.
As an academic and research institution, KKH is a major teaching hospital for Duke-NUS Graduate
Medical School, Yong Loo Lin School of Medicine and Lee Kong Chian School of Medicine. The
Hospital also runs the largest specialist training programme for Obstetrics and Gynaecology and
Paediatrics in Singapore. Both programmes are accredited by the Accreditation Council for Graduate
Medical Education International (ACGME-I), and are highly rated for the high quality of clinical
teaching and the commitment to translational research.
For more information, please visit www.kkh.com.sg.
About AMKFSC Community Services Ltd
Since 1978, AMKFSC Community Services Ltd (AMKFSC) has been committed to providing
community-based social services to families and individuals in need. Through a full spectrum of
developmental, preventive and remedial services, AMKFSC is committed to providing comprehensive
support and intervention that is responsive to the community’s changing needs. An approved Institute
of Public Character and a full member of National Council of Social Service, AMKFSC provides
quality social services across 16 Centres in Central and North-East Singapore.
For more information, please visit www.amkfsc.org.sg.

